Name: ___________________________                                                     Class: ______

ESSENTIAL QUESTION: Was the United States justified in going to war against Spain in 1898?
I. What were the Causes of the Spanish American War?

Document A - Cause #1: __________________________________________________

1. According to the cartoon, what is "fanning the flames of rebellion" in Cuba?

2. Interpret the artist's meaning. What is the intended message?

3. How did Spain mistreat the Cuban people?

Document B - Cause #2: __________________________________________________
1. Describe Cuba’s location in relation to the United States.

2. What is the "strategic" importance of Cuba in the Americas?
3. What did the Monroe Doctrine state?

Document C - Cause #3: __________________________________________________
1. What natural resource in Cuba was important to American business?

2. Why would America not want to trade with European competitors like Spain? 

Document D - Cause #4: __________________________________________________
1. What did Hearst mean by, “You furnish the pictures. I’ll furnish the war”?

2. How does this sketch influence public opinion regarding the Spanish?
3. How would Hearst benefit from a war with Spain?

Document E - Cause #5: __________________________________________________
1. How does DeLome describe McKinley?

2. Explain the feelings American would have after reading de Lome's letter in the newspaper.

Document F - Cause #6: __________________________________________________
1. Why was the USS Maine sent to Cuba? 

2. What motivation would the Spanish have had in blowing up the Maine?

II. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Was the United States justified in going to war against Spain in 1898? Explain.

2. Which cause do you think was most responsible for the U.S. declaring war on Spain?

3. Which cause do you think was least responsible for the U.S. declaring war on Spain?

4. Would the U.S. have become involved in Spanish American War if the U.S.S. Maine had not exploded in Havana harbor in February of 1898? Explain.

